
The Hague Congress (1948) 

and Bulgaria 



Participation of Bulgaria in the Congress

 Bulgaria, being a communist country at that moment, has no official representatives 

participating in the congress

 However, several Bulgarian emigrants - former diplomats - were admitted to the Hague 

Congress as observers. These were Evgeni Silyanov, Milyo Milev and Dimitar Matsankev, as 

well as the agricultural leader Dr. G.M. Dimitrov and former diplomat Nikola Balabanov.



Bulgaria in 1948

 In 1948 Bulgaria is under a totalitarian regime and is named 

The People's Republic of Bulgaria ;

 In 1947 is the elimination of pluralism in Bulgarian 

society and in 1948 the country is ruled by the Bulgarian 

Communist Party;

 In the beginning of the year the private property is 

nationalized;

 legislation subjected all religious orders to state supervision



Bulgaria in 1948

 Bulgaria is closely allied with the Soviet Union during the Cold War; 

 The country is pressured to unite with Yugoslavia in a mutual federation but the Bulgarian 

leader G.Dimitrov managed to overcome the pressure;

 The nearly 50,000 Bulgarian Jews who survived the war were encouraged to emigrate to 

Israel;

 The regime also attempted to deport ethnic Turks and Roma (Gypsies), causing the Turkish 

government to seal the border.





"Treaty of friendship and mutual assistance between 

the USSR and the Bulgarian People's Republic”

 Signed in 1948 as a response to the Hague Congress and includes the following points:

 The high contracting parties will consult with each other on all important international problems 

involving the interests of both countries.

 develop and consolidate economic and cultural connections between the two States in a spirit 

of friendship and co-operation, adhering to the principles of mutual respect for their 

independence and sovereignty and non-interference in the internal affairs of the other State;

 to take jointly all measures within their power to eliminate any threat of a resumption of 

aggression on the part of Germany or of any other Sate which would unite with Germany directly 

or in any other form. 




