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INTRODUCTION
As we know Italy had been a member of the CEE now European Union since
March of 1957 as one of the six founding members known as the “inner six”,
and had a great impact in the establishment of this European Community
soon to be European Union.

In march 2004 happened the consolidation and re-unification of Europe, with
the addition of 10 new countries, them being Czech Republic, Estonia,
Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.
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Economy

Italy's economy was fairly stable throughout the first half
of the 21st century.
The Euro was introduced in 2002, so it had been working
as the official currency for about two years. 
Italian GDP in 2004 had an increase of 1.424 over the last
year and it was around 1.8 billions of dollars. 
 7th place of 195 economies in the world tested.HISTORICAL

CONTEXT
Political

At this time, membership meant anchoring the newborn
Italian democracy, and securing much-needed economic
support to boost development. 

European integration became the most important pillar
of Italian foreign policy, an issue of shared consensus
among different parties.



HISTORICAL
CONTEXT Social

The golden period for Italy – that is the phase when Italy was at
the peak of its influence in the Communities.
Europeanization explored the domestic impact of the EU in Italy,
making distinctions between the attitudes of the elites and
masses, freeing the effects on national institutions and policies'
and politics.



FUN FACTS
&
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STEPS FOR THE ENLARGEMENT:

President Jaques Delors in a Speech with EU Parliament expressed his vision of a ‘European
village’, with a ‘house called the “European Community".

Jaques Delors 1998 Speech

The "Santer Package" was proposed to consider the
enlargement as a "step by step" approach but it was
mainly economical and institutional changes. Making 
 his position on enlargement not clear, until he gave a
speech and stated the following: "The decision has
already been taken in principle: we shall be opening
our arms to the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe. It is not possible to conceive of Europe without
them".

Jaques Santer 2000 "Santer Package /
Agenda 2000"



In the Prodi Administration with the help of his German Commissioner the enlargement
finally took more power. Stating that: 
"The entire project was, for me as a person, neither a policy nor an economic interest, but
... a moral-historical duty." 
In 2000 Prodi Designated a "Directorate - General" just for 
enlargement purposes, his leader was Eneko Landáburu.

Prodi Administration



President of European Commission, Romano Prodi,
participated in the event of the Italian-Slovenian border

separation creating Gorizia / Nova Gorica. 



In October 29, the Treaty for Establishing a  Constitutional Reform was
signed in Rome by the representatives of the 25 member states. 
           (this was never adopted)
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