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7.2000 
Proclamation of the EU Charter 

of Fundamental Rights



Theoretical Framework
• It was proclaimed for the first time by the Presidents of the European 

Parliament, the Council and the Commission at the Nice European Council


• The proclamation of Charter in 2000 was merely a political commitment, 
without legal effects binding.


• In 2003-2004, the Charter was adapted - in particular regarding to its 
general provisions - with the aim of making it legally binding and was 

confirmed at the June 2007 European Council.



In 1999
3rd and 4th June 

Cologne European Council - The Council considered that the 
fundamental rights in force at Union level [should] be brought 
together in a Charter, thus gaining greater visibility”.



In 1999
17th December 

Constitution of the Convention charged to write a Charter of Fundamental Rights of 
the European Union in Brussels.


The Convention, chaired by Roman Herzog (1), former President of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, was composed of 15 representatives of the Heads of State 
and Government, 1 representative of the President of the European Commission, 
16 European deputies and 30 national deputies.



In 1999
The Convention had the involvement of six distinguished Portuguese:


- António Vitorino, on behalf of the European Commission (1)

- Pedro Bacelar de Vasconcelos, on behalf of the Government (2)


- Miguel de Serpa Soares, on behalf of the Government (3)

- Teresa Almeida Garrett, as a member of the European Parliament 

Delegation

- Maria Eduarda Azevedo, representative of the Portuguese Parliament

- José Barros Moura, as representative of the Portuguese Parliament
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In 2000

7th December 
Nice European Council proclaimed the EU Charter of 

Fundamental Rights



In 2007
12th December 

Proclaimed for the second time, after being adapted to 
make it legally binding with the entry into force of the 
Lisbon Treaty (signed on 13th December 2007).



In 2009
1st December 

Entry into force of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, 
together with the Lisbon Treaty.



What was the need to strengthen 
Fundamental Rights so many 
years after the Convention on 

Human Rights (1950)?



Why?
- The need to bring together the rights of European 

citizens in a single text 
- Make these rights visible 
- Ensure that the EU institutions and Member States, 

whenever they apply Union law, respect the rights 
enshrined in the Charter and reinforce the protection of 

citizens

The Charter constitutes an instrument of 
political and moral legitimacy both internally 
and at the level of foreign policy, with a clear 
message of respect for fundamental rights.



Dignity Liberty

Equality

SolidarityCitizenship

Justice

These values are never forgotten in the 
work with young people.  

May the School always be a place 
where everyone believes that a better 

world is possible.



The New Generation

of Human Rights



Social Rights - 
protection against 

unemployment, illness, 
children and elderly 

people- “Welfare 
State”

Cultural Rights - the 
right and duty of 

Education

Environmental Rights - 
human, animal - human 

rights as part of the 
EcoSistem

Universal Right to Breathe



The establishment of public rights and policies are the result 
of public awareness, through the growth of deals and the 

unconditional acceptance of differences of each other.

The Second Chance School and the Public Policy for 
Second Chance Education is the result of a struggle that 

involves the investment of some to win a Right - The Law as 
a Conquest

Social Rebellion as a Political Phenomenon  


